In the structure of the title compound, C 21 H 30 BrNOS, an important intermediate for the preparation of liquid crystal compounds, the saturated C 12 chain shows a linear conformation while the benzene and thiazole rings are essentially coplanar [dihedral angle = 4.5 (4) ]. The crystal packing shows no significant intermolecular interactions.
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Experimental

Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer Absorption correction: scan [North et al. (1968) Data collection: CAD-4 Software (Enraf-Nonius, 1989); cell refinement: SET4 in CAD-4 Software; data reduction: HELENA (Spek, 1996) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SIR97 (Altomare et al., 1999) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. 
Comment
Liquid crystals are fascinating materials with a broad range of applications. The most famous application of these materials is in liquid crystal displays (LCDs), but over the past year new applications have appeared, such as organic light emitting diodes (OLEDs) (Sonar et al., 2008; Srivastava et al., 2008) . The molecular shape has a dominant influence on the existence of the liquid crystalline state. Over several years a large number of liquid-crystalline compounds containing heterocyclic units have been synthesized (Cristiano et al., 2006) . Heterocycles are of great importance as core units in thermotropic liquid crystals due to their ability to impart lateral and/or longitudinal dipoles combined with changes in the molecular shape. The incorporation of heteroatoms can also result in large changes in the corresponding liquid crystalline phases and/or in the physical properties of the observed phases, because most of the heteroatoms (S, O, and N) commonly introduced are chemically classified as more polarizable than carbon (Kauhanka & Kauhanka, 2006; Vieira et al., 2008) . As part of our studies of liquid crystal derivatives of thiazoles, we now report the synthesis and structure of the title compound C 21 H 30 BrNOS (I). In (I) (Fig. 1) , the saturated C 12 chain shows a linear conformation while the benzene and thiazole rings are essentially coplanar [dihedral angle, 4.5 (4)°]. The crystal packing shows no significant intermolecular interactions.
Experimental
Dodecyl-2-(4-bromobenzamido)acetate (4.26 g, 10 mmol) and 2,4-bis(4-methoxyphenyl)-1,3,2,4-dithiadiphosphetane-2,4disulfide (Lawesson's reagent) (8.10 g, 20 mmol) was mixed with dry toluene (150 ml) and heated under reflux for 6 h. The 
Refinement
All non-H atoms were refined with anisotropic displacement parameters. H atoms were placed at their idealized positions with C-H Ar = 0.93 Å, C-H methylene = 0.97 Å and C-H methyl = 0.96 Å and treated as riding, with U iso = 1.2 or 1.5 times U eq (C) for aromatic/methylene and methyl groups, respectively. -2θ scans h = −6→6 Absorption correction: ψ scan [North et al. (1968) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) Atomic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
0.037 (5) 0.061 (7) 0.033 (5) −0.002 (5) 0.000 (4) 0.001 (4) C2 0.061 (6) 0.053 (7) 0.055 (6) −0.012 (5) 0.014 (5) 0.007 (5) C3 0.048 (6) 0.071 (8) 0.071 (7) 0.001 (6) 0.001 (5) −0.002 (6) C4 0.067 (7) 0.063 (7) 0.048 (6) 0.013 (6) 0.017 (5) 0.005 (5) C5 0.071 (7) 0.047 (7) 0.083 (7) 0.002 (5) 0.011 (6) −0.007 (5) C6 0.046 (5) 0.048 (6) 0.072 (7) 0.002 (5) −0.002 (5) 0.005 (5) C7 0.037 (5) 0.074 (7) 0.034 (5) 0.007 (5) −0.006 (4) 0.012 (5) (5) C17 0.051 (6) 0.053 (7) 0.082 (7) 0.006 (5) 0.003 (5) 0.013 (5) C18 0.057 (6) 0.058 (7) 0.081 (7) 0.005 (5) −0.010 (5) 0.004 (6) C19 0.061 (6) 0.047 (7) 0.085 (7) −0.001 (5) −0.003 (5) 0.003 (5) C20 0.070 (7) 0.050 (7) 0.090 (8 (11) C16-H16B 0.9700 C7-S1 1.746 (8) C17-C18 1.490 (12) C8-C9 1.332 (11) C17-H17A 0.9700 C8-O1 1.339 (9) C17-H17B 0.9700 C8-S1 1.725 (9) C18-C19 1.503 (11) C9-N1 1.367 (10) C18-H18A 0.9700 C9-H9 0.9300 C18-H18B 0.9700 C10-O1 1.423 (10) C19-C20 1.525 (12) C10-C11 1.517 (11) C19-H19A 0.9700 C10-H10A 0.9700 C19-H19B 0.9700 C10-H10B 0.9700 C20-C21 1.492 (12) C11-C12 1.494 (12) C20-H20A 0.9700 C11-H11A 0.9700 C20-H20B 0.9700 C11-H11B 0.9700 C21-H21A 0.9600 C12-C13 1.544 (11) C21-H21B 0.9600 C12-H12A 0.9700 C21-H21C 0.9600
